
	
  

 
AFTER YOU READ 

          Put your thinking  
in your own words.  

 
It ’ s  in teres t i ng  tha t . . .  
I  want to remember . . .  

I  not i ced . . .  
What  matter s . . .  

What ’ s  im por tant  here . . .  
Th is  i nf ormat i on makes me th i nk . . .  

Th is  i s  important because . . .  
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Main Idea / Summarize 
Good readers identify the most important idea 
about what they are reading.  They look for 

details that support their thinking and 
summarize these details in their own words.   

 
BEFORE YOU READ 

What does the title make you think this is going 
 to be about?  What do you already know about this? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
    DETERMINE IMPORTANCE  
  What is the most  impo rtant i dea  in the    
    text?  Find a sentence that expresses it. 
 
 
 

 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
  Look for impo rtant  deta i l s  in the text 
that ver i fy  and sup po r t the main idea.  
What are some key words  in the text? 
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